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Pope Alexander VI was succeeded by Pius III, but he diec
one month later, and was succeeded by Julius II (Giuhanc
della Rovere), the celebrated fighting Pope, the destroyei
of the old St. Peter's, the founder of the new St. Pelei 's, anc
the friend, and antagonist, of Michelangelo. A strong char-
acter, with many good points, he was fonder of war than oi
anything else, and was perpetually in the field, commanding
his forces in person. Italy had now become the battlefield OK
which France, Spain, and Germany fought perpetually for
supremacy, and this strong fiery old man ~3 seized with
avidity the opportunity this state of things gave him to in-
dulge his predilection for war.

From 1503 to 1507 Julius II was chiefly occupied in sub-
duing in succession the various states of Romagna, and form-
ing them into athe States of the Church/' which he now
founded, and which thencef01 ward remained permanently
the temporal dominion of the Papacy. In 1508 he turned his
arms against Venice, and formed the aLeague of Cambray,"
a league entered into by Louis XII, the Emperor Maximilian,
Ferdinand of Spain, and himself, to crush the power of
Venice, and for the partition of her inland dominions.

Meanwhile the fortunes of the Medici family were begin-
ning to emerge from the gloom in which for ten years they
had plunged. On Julius II becoming Pope in 1503, and
Giovanni (a man whose good-natured and peaceable disposi-
tion had always been contrasted with that of his elder
brother) becoming in the same year the head of the family,
many who had before looked on the Medici with disfavour
became leady to help them, including Pope Julius himself.
Nor was the same effect unfelt even in Florence. It was
Pietro and his wife who were so specially obnoxious to the
Florentines, not the Medici family as a whole And as time
went on and the effects of the misrule in Florence became
more and more intolerable, the number of the citizens who
secretly desired the return of this family, now that it was
represented by two such characters as Giovanni and his